
Students’ and teachers’ reports on surveys about their experiences of their school and classroom

environments continue to be key drivers of students’ attendance and learning.

These survey data are highly predictive: strong scores and growth in measure scores on the 5Essentials

Survey are both predictive of many student success measures, including GPA, attendance, test scores, and

college enrollment.

This is true across elementary and high schools serving students with different backgrounds, and from

families of different economic circumstances.

That means that 5Essentials Survey provides one of the most promising sources of data and insights that

schools can use to continuously improve students’ experiences, attendance, learning, and well-being.

5Essentials scores offer a useful summary of students’ experiences school-wide. 

School leaders can also apply a targeted universalist approach to look for areas where particular

student groups share less positive reports—and respond with empathy, curiosity, and support.

And within student groups, it's important to note that individuals can have widely differing experiences. 

Improvement in any essential has a positive impact on student success. 
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The most important thing is to select an area to work on, and continue working to improve it. 

The best area for focus is one that the school community has interest in, need for, and/or buy-in

from staff and the broader school community. These drive the efforts that fuel improvement.

If your school needs a place to start, consider focusing on Supportive Environment. When

Supportive Environment improves, the other essential supports often improve; and it is also a focus

area in the Together We Rise CPS strategic plan.

Tip: dig into your data! Take a look at how students and teachers are responding to specific survey

questions. What are people telling you about the culture and climate of your school? Your scores are a

starting point. Learning more and responding is what matters to improve teachers’ and students’

experiences and outcomes.  

5Essentials Survey: New insights for school leaders

Improving school climate matters for students’ attendance and success

New 2026 research insights for school leaders

Only 50% of a school’s score is explained by the previous year’s score.

This means that while schools don’t completely start over each year, they do have a lot of

influence over the culture and climate each year—small and large shifts in climate and culture can

happen year-to-year, and they matter. 

Note: Cultivate survey data can also help schools understand and improve students’ classroom experiences.

Consider where your data and improvement efforts overlap and can be informed by Cultivate and 5Essentials.

School climate is malleable, and continuous improvement work is truly continuous. 
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Students’ experiences within a school may differ for students with different backgrounds or circumstances.
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https://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/5Essentials-survey-in-CPS-2021
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Resources

Deck: 5Essentials Survey: New insights for school leaders

Quick guide: 5Essentials Quick Guide for Local School Councils (LSCs)

Webinar: Understanding What Your 5Essentials Data Tells You
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References: 2026 5Essentials research reports

More research and resources
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